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Teaching Strategies and Examples of Patient Safety Education

in Nursing Students
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Professor, School of Nursing, Soonchunhyang University

The second National Patient Safety Comprehensive Plan was developed in 2023. In this, national-level
patient safety education is designated as the fifth core task, with the establishment of an educational
system for preliminary healthcare professionals included as a detailed task. The foundation for providing
patient safety education to preliminary healthcare professionals has now been established. In 2011, the
World Health Organization (WHO) published standard guidelines for patient safety education for healthcare
professionals. This study introduces the WHO's 'Patient Safety Curriculum Guide: Multi-professional
Edition" and shares the experiences and cases of patient safety education conducted for nursing students—
that is, future nurses—according to these guidelines. The patient safety and nursing course was designed
as an elective in the second semester of the third year. Before the class was conducted, only 6.9% of the
students were familiar with the concept of patient safety. Of the 11 WHO topics, this course covers nine
(excluding infection control and medicine safety) and is divided into seven modules. Three modules consist
of lectures only, whereas the remaining modules involve practical training. To practice patient safety, it
Is essential for all healthcare professionals to acquire knowledge regarding patient safety during their
undergraduate curriculum. This study aimed to provide foundational information regarding patient safety
education for nursing and other healthcare students who have not yet undergone patient safety training.
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