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Abstract

Background : Review of readmissions in health care fadilities is necessary from the
viewpoint of both economic concerns and quality considerations. To identify the
characteristics, factors, and causes of multiple admissions in comparison with single
admissions is essential for both providers and payers in order to assure quality care and
efficient use of medical resources.

Methods : All discharges from an university hospital in 1993 were analyzed, and the
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characteristics of multiple admissions were identified and were compared with those of
single admissions by using the data bases of the discharge abstract and billing for
reimbursement. Medical records of patients readmitted within 6 days after the previous
discharge were reviewed to identify the reasons for such prompt readmission. Statistical

analysis between groups of patients were performed by using SPSS.

Result : The mean ag é:«

care provided during the preg:
readmitted within 6 days we the

single admissions.

Conclusion : Potentially prever

characteristics of multiple adrmssz

readrmss ons should be reduced by identifying

specxallyﬁ unp]anned readmission, and by

applying some mterventxons ’suc tandar predxscharge assessment or careful

follow-up care after dlscharlgev'for high risk readmtss;on groups As the results of these
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